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Terminology 

This guide details early years education inspection in the diverse range of early learning and 
care settings funded by the State in Ireland. To accommodate the diversity of staffing and 
governance arrangements across these settings, the general terms managers/lead educators 
and early years educators will be used when referring to the professional adults engaged in 
the provision and practice of early learning and care in these settings. 

This guide is relevant to provision and practice for all babies, toddlers and young children 
attending early learning and care settings. Whilst EYEI evaluates the quality of provision and 
practice across all the diverse settings and contexts that babies, toddlers and young children 
in the early childhood range birth to six attend, this Guide will adopt the same terminology as 
that in ‘First 5’, namely ‘babies and young children’ ‘all children’ and ‘children’ in the language 
of the Quality Framework. This is primarily to support the fluency and readability of the 
document. 


